
June 7, 2021,

Dear School Community Members,

In this update I’ll share new guidance that we received today from Governor Cuomo on
mask requirements for schools and explain the District’s response.

Last Friday night, governmental leaders in NYS released a letter that was sent to the CDC
(see last page).  In short, the letter declared that the state would no longer require masks in
schools if the CDC did not advise otherwise.  The letter stated that a policy shift toward no
masks could begin on Monday.  News outlets picked up on the letter and some headlines
stated that the mask requirement in schools had been lifted.  Social media stories spread.
The effect was confusion.  We then learned that Governor Cuomo would be making an
announcement on Monday in which he could lift the mandate or maintain it.

In anticipation of potential changes, the District waited for more information.  The District
did not change its policy on masks over the weekend. We did, however, determine that
sending students home or disciplining them for not wearing a mask would be unfair and
counterproductive.

So what happened in school today?  Almost every PK-6 child wore a mask.  Many classes
went outside throughout the day.  Most high school students started the day with a mask on
but as news spread, more and more teens decided to remove them.  Teachers taught,
students learned and ate lunch and we went about our day.  The Governor made his
announcement at about 11:45 AM in which he stated that masks must continue to be worn
in schools.  The District then released the following internal guidance:

● Masks are required in school buildings and on school buses.  Students must be
afforded frequent opportunities for mask breaks when socially distanced by 6 feet
especially in high temperatures.

● Masks are not required outside when maintaining 6 feet of social distancing,
regardless of the temperature.

A few minutes later at DHS, Mr. Frazier made a statement over the PA system, informed
students and they resumed mask wearing.
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We have good kids from good families in Dansville Schools.  They listen to adults because of
the way they have been raised, because of the mutual respect we share and because they
know that we care about them as individuals, not just as students.  Some of our families
believe that now is the time to unmask because COVID-19 rates are so very low.  Some of
our families want mask wearing to continue because most students are not vaccinated and
they want children protected.  The bottom line is that everyone wants to get back to normal
safely as soon as possible.

With just a few days left, we have the endurance to finish the year with the rules above in
place.  We are doing very well and our students have been back in school full time all spring.
We can go on a little further and then enjoy summer.

Let’s make this easy on the kids by encouraging them to finish strong and mask up inside.
Keeping the masks on helps to cut down on quarantines, visits to the doctor for cold
symptoms, testing and also helps to prevent COVID-19 transmission.  We’re almost there
and the numbers are very encouraging.

As of today, there were 16 active cases in Livingston County, there was just one positive case
in Dansville and only one DCS student is in quarantine.

Sincerely,

Dr. Paul J. Alioto
Superintendent
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